Brookhaven, MS — After the Pre-Crusade Youth
Rally, a local pastor wrote to share how God is
moving in his family, his church, and across
Southwest Mississippi—and why he believes unity is
essential in this moment.

“Keep doing what the Holy Spirit is leading you to
do,” he wrote. “We’re honored to partner with any
ministry that promotes the King and His Kingdom.”

The pastor—Ilet’s call him Pastor “J.”—leads a non-
denominational church in Pike County and lives in
Brookhaven. He and his congregation have already
signed up to serve on multiple teams for the
upcoming Southwest Mississippi outreach. On Wednesday night, they brought their student ministry to the Pre-
Crusade Student Rally at Easthaven Baptist Church, where several students responded during the altar call—
including Pastor J.’s 10-year-old daughter.

“She was deeply moved by Rick Gage who boldly shared his faith,” he said. “She prayed for more boldness
and to trust that God has her.”

For Pastor J., that moment captured what this season is about: encouraging the next generation to courageously
follow Jesus.

Built for Collaboration

Before pastoring, Pastor J. served for five years with a student-focused ministry across eight counties and 33
schools. Those relationships shaped his conviction that outreach is strongest when churches serve together.

“I know the enemy wants to divide and cause chaos,” he said. “But we’re not fighting flesh and blood.
We’re contending with long-standing strongholds—religion, racism, oppression, poverty—that have
weighed on our area for years.”

Rather than pointing fingers, Pastor J. points to partnership. He believes many leaders are rediscovering the beauty
of a biblical, five-fold approach to ministry—each gift working together for the Gospel.

Evangelistic Momentum in Southwest Mississippi

In Brookhaven and the surrounding counties, that unity is becoming visible. Volunteers are rallying, prayer teams
are forming, and student ministries are stepping forward. What happens on a Wednesday night in one sanctuary is
spilling into neighborhoods, campuses, and workplaces.

“Thank you for being sensitive to the prompting of the Holy Spirit,” Pastor J. added. “Let’s keep fighting
the good fight.”

Pastor J.’s closing line says it best:

“May the Lord bless you, your family, and your ministry. Let’s keep depopulating hell and populating
Heaven!”
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