
Booneville crusade nets 
hundreds of professions
BOONEVILLE, Ms. (Spe-
cial) — More than 600 people 
made commitments to Christ 
during the Northeast Missis-
sippi GO TELL Crusade April 
15-18 in Tiger Stadium on the 
campus of Northeast Missis-
sippi Community College in 
Booneville.

Evangelist Rick Gage, 
founder of GO 
TELL Ministries 
in Duluth, Ga., 
led the crusade 
with help from 
team evange-
lists Scott Camp 
of Texas and 
Adrian Despres 
of South Caroli-
na. During the crusade week, 
more than 8,000 attended 
the four-night outreach and 
nearly 3,000 students were 
reached through GO TELL’s 
nationally acclaimed ON 
TRACK Assembly program.

Before the crusade began, 
45 salvation decisions were 
made by people who attended 
the Pre-Crusade Rally April 11 
at Prentiss County Agri Cen-
ter in Booneville and the Pre-
Crusade Block Party on April 
7 at Eastside Park, also in 
Booneville.

GO TELL Ministries unit-
ed a variety of evangelistic 
churches in Prentiss County 
to prepare the way for this 
evangelistic crusade.

Among the follow-up re-
sults were that eight of the 10 
baptisms on April 22 at East 
Booneville Church were peo-
ple who trusted Christ during 
the GO TELL Crusade. The 
other two were people who 
had trusted in Jesus for salva-

tion years ago but decided to 
be scripturally baptized.

Crusade Chairman Marty 
Roberts, pastor of Oak Hill 
Church in Booneville, said, 
“What a mighty move of God 
we experienced in Booneville, 
Miss., during the Northeast 
Mississippi GO TELL Crusade. 
Two years of praying, plan-
ning, and preparation came 
together over a four-night pe-
riod.

“I heard one man make this 
statement: ‘During the time 
of invitation, it looked like 
cows headed toward water as 
people came to the stage area, 
responding to the Holy Spirit.’ 
How thirsty our towns have 
become, longing for a move-
ment of God.

I am thankful for all that 
the Lord did and continues 
to do in our small town. I am 
thankful for the opportunity 
to work alongside many of our 
area pastors and the GO TELL 
Team. I encourage you to start 
praying about having a GO 
TELL Crusade in your area.”

Among the most amazing 
transformations was when a 
former prisoner decided to 
give his life to the Lord after 
hearing the Gospel message 
broadcast over the sound sys-
tem as he was walking to a 
nearby convenience store.

“Apparently, the Lord 
was tugging at his heart and 
he knew he needed to turn 
around and come back,” said 
Prentiss County Sheriff Ran-
dy Tolar, who noted he has 
known the prisoner since he 
was a local teenager who had 
become trapped in a cycle of 
drug abuse.

“All the times I ever dealt 
with [the prisoner], he treated 
me with respect. [He] was in 
and out of jail and prison regu-
larly,” Tolar recalled.

As he offered him a ride 
home from the crusade, To-
lar said, “[The prisoner] was 
sobbing the whole time. I told 
him how proud I was of him 
and encouraged him to get 
involved with a local church. 
He told me that Brother Rex 
Bullock had invited him many 
times to church.”

Bullock, pastor of East 
Pleasant Ridge Church in 
Baldwyn, is not only the sher-
iff’s pastor but also a child-
hood friend of the prisoner. 
Tolar said he and Bullock both 
cried as they discussed the 
life-changing decision made 
by the prisoner.

Patrick Eaton, a member of 
East Booneville Church, said, 
“My family of six is now all 
saved. To God be the Glory!”

Pastor Keith Phillips of 
Westside Church in Baldwyn 
noted, “This week I watched 
my 25-year-old daughter lead-
ing girls to the Lord. I watched 
my son-in-law leading peo-
ple to Christ. I watched my 
21-year-old son leading people 
to Jesus. I watched my wife 
leading people to Christ.

“I had the joy of assist-
ing many counselors as well 
as counseling myself, but the 
greatest joy was when my 
20-year-old daughter, who 
I hadn’t seen in three-and-
a-half years, came to Christ. 
Praise God!”

For more information, 
visit NMSgotell.org, and Go-
TellMinistries.com.
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Evangelism and 
leadership focus 
of NAMB group
ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP) — 
The Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board 
(NAMB) is launching an 
evangelism and leadership 
group that will promote evan-
gelism among Southern Bap-
tist churches, provide evan-
gelistic resources, and equip 
pastors to help their congre-
gations become more evange-
listically active.

Jim Law, who currently 
serves as executive pastor at 
First Church in Woodstock, 
Ga., will serve as executive di-
rector of the new group.

“Everything we do at 
NAMB is focused on sharing 
the hope of the Gospel,” said 
NAMB president Kevin Ezell. 
“This group will serve every 
church and every pastor that 
wants to become more mo-
bilized and more evangelisti-
cally effective.”

As executive director, 
Law will provide day-to-day 
leadership for the group. In 
his nearly 28 years at First 
Church, Woodstock, Law 
helped make the church one 
of the top evangelistic church-
es in North America.

With former Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) 
president Johnny Hunt serv-
ing as senior pastor and more 
than 6,000 in weekly worship 
attendance, First Church, 
Woodstock is a leader in in-
ternational missions and 
church planting in North 
America.

“All evangelism goes back 
to the local church,” Law said. 
“What’s important to the pas-
tor will be important to his 
congregation. I want to help 
make evangelism the top pri-
ority and help pastors lead 
their people in that direction.”

The new evangelism and 
leadership group will include 
a national evangelism team 
made up of local pastors 

throughout North America 
who will promote and cham-
pion the cause of evangelism. 
The pastors, while still lead-
ing their churches, will speak 
on behalf of NAMB and help 
create resources that pastors 
and churches can utilize. 

NAMB has had a part-
nership with the Timothy-
Barnabas ministry for sev-
eral years, allowing it to 
expand into new regions of 
North America and offering 
scholarships to pastors who 
otherwise could not afford 
to attend. In June, Timo-
thy-Barnabas founder Hunt 
shared with NAMB trustees 
that he was giving the minis-
try fully to NAMB.

In the area of leadership, 
the new NAMB group will 
offer expanded equipping 
events including Timothy-
Barnabus one- or two-day 
labs focusing on a particular 
area of pastoral leadership, 
possibly regional evangelism 
trainings; Timothy-Barnabus 
retreats for pastors and their 
wives; and the Timothy-Barn-
abas Institute, a new two-year 
mentoring opportunity for 
pastors directed by NAMB’s 
national director of young 
leaders, Jon Akin. 

Law hopes NAMB’s new ef-
fort in evangelism will espe-
cially succeed in connecting 
with younger pastors in the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
(SBC). “Some of the sharpest 
leaders we have are our young 
leaders. They are our future. 
We need to start investing 
in them more and give them 
seats around the table.

“That is one of my priori-
ties. We won’t have a denomi-
nation tomorrow if we don’t 
develop these young leaders. 
We need their enthusiasm in 
the SBC.”

Law will start in his new 
role with NAMB on October 1.
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